
 
 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From: Mark Nielsen/Public Works 

Date: November 3, 2017 

Subject: Request for adding a Mechanic to our Shops Division 

 

The Department of Public Works proposes to add one Mechanic position to our current Shops 

Division to meet the needs of the Environmental Department. With the opening of the North 

Valley Landfill in November, there is additional equipment and haul trucks that will impact an 

already very busy shop. The following presents our thoughts on why a new Mechanic is needed: 

• The North Valley Landfill will add approximately 15 pieces of equipment that will 

require maintenance 

• The distance to travel to reach the new landfill will take significant technician time and 

resources. 

• Currently, we are barely able to keep up with the crucial repairs so the trucks can run. We 

currently do not have adequate time to keep current on preventative maintenance for the 

trucks because more serious problems occur every day. 

• We are currently outsourcing some repairs to keep the vehicles going and this costs the 

city additional money. 

• Waste Collection is having to pay drivers overtime to get the garbage collected. Trucks 

have been down due to repairs and therefore there is not enough trucks to complete the 

routes. 

• We now have the diagnostic equipment to do more of the repairs in house to save the city 

money but this also requires more technicians to utilize the equipment and actually 

achieve the cost savings. 

 

The costs that will be incurred for Fiscal Year 2018 is a total of $37,500.00 for the remaining 6 

months of the fiscal year. The annual cost for this position will be $75,000.00 which includes 

labor and benefits. The funding for this additional cost will come from the Environmental 

Department. 

We appreciate the City Council considering our request for this new position. 


